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President’s Corner 
—By Robert KASWSS 


We are just a couple of weeks away from 

2022. It looks like your VOMARC club officers 
should all be well acquainted with their positions 
since all incumbents were re-elected to their 
posts at the November general meeting. In case 
you are not sure who we all are, look for the 
Cast of Characters list near the end of this 
newsletter. If you have a problem, concern ora 
great idea to pass along please send us a note 
via the contact us page on the VOMARC website. 


Speaking of great ideas, do you have some for 
the club's weekly net? We'd love to make the 
net a bigger draw for members and guests 

alike. | know many of you have frequented nets 
held elsewhere and I'm curious about some 
ideas that we could incorporate to spruce up our 
own. VOMARC already has the round table 
Breakfast Net aptly run by Dave (KD6FIL). But 
there are other formats we could employ on 
Wednesday nights. Please bring your ideas to 
the December meeting and/or send them our 
way via the website. 


December is the traditional month when we 
start collecting cub dues for next year. Since 
we're doing meetings electronically we'll be 
collecting signups and dues collection 
electronically as well. Navigate to the Join Us 


age on the VOMARC website to get 
started. You can use a PayPal account or any 
major credit card. In January we'll send out 
reminders for those members who have not 
rejoined. 


What are dues used for? One thing it will likely 
be used for in the near future is repairing the 
DMR repeater that is hosted at Darrel's 
(WD6BOR) house. It stopped connecting to the 
Internet and despite some efforts by Jeff Foster 
to resolve the issue it's still not working. We 
may need to send it in for repairs. 


NEXT MEETING 
Wed, December 15, 2021, 7:30pm 
Zoom meeting room info will be emailed 
later. 
Topic: N6LY and K6YD Activate Alcatraz 
Island for POTA 
Presenter: Liz (N6LY) 


Minutes of the Nov 17 Meeting 


ATTENDEES: KASWSS (Robert), KB6CLV (Simon), 
KG6QNT (Eileen), KM6AUC (Bruce), KD6FIL 
(Dave), N6LY (Elizabeth), K6YD (Kevin), KG6N 
(Frank), W1EJ (Ed), W8EWL (John), WB6TMH 
(Mike), NJ6E (Stan), KEZMF (Jack), KE6HID 
(Andrew), WD6BOR (Darrel) 


GUEST: AI6NI (Kent) 
BUSINESS AND OFFICER REPORTS 


Adopt meeting minutes as published in the 
newsletter. Motion Made and Seconded — 
Minutes approved as written 


Officer Reports 
NEWSLETTER EDITOR - Eileen, KG6QNT 


Please send in stuff! Please add captions to your 
pictures, or make the name of the file explain 
what it is. Thanks 


VE LIAISON - Elizabeth, N6LY — Looks like a VE 
session sometime in January. 


RADIO OFFICER - Mike, WB6TMH — 2 Students 
at the High School Electronics Club. Building an 
FM Transmitter wireless microphone. 


Weekly Net Control 

November- - Mike (WB6TMH) 

December - Darrel (WD6BOR) 

TRUSTEE - Darrel, WD6BOR 

No Updates 

SECRETARY/TREASURER - Dave, KD6FIL 
Bank account balance - $5,851.00 
$1,162.00 from Hamfest 

VICE PRESIDENT - Ed, W1EJ- No Updates 
PRESIDENT - Robert, KASWSS 


Legacy box for VOMARC VHS tapes- 3 tapes, one 
of which is an interview with Frank Jones, 


WE6AJF. Will convert them to electronic format 
for possible posting to the web. 


OTHER BUSINESS 


Elections (candidates listed below). Slate of 
candidates is a carry over from last year. All 
candidates were elected unanimously. 


Newsletter - KG6QNT 
VE Liaison - N6LY 

Radio Officer - WB6TMH 
Trustee - WD6BOR 
Sec/Treas - KD6FIL 

VP - W1EJ 

Pres - KAS5WSS 


December Meeting/Christmas Party was 
discussed and it was determined to have a 
regular meeting on Zoom. 


Zoom in Dec 


Dues coming due in December. You can rejoin 
now on the VOMARC website. 


Announcements 
NEXT MONTH’S MEETING TOPIC: TBD 


Mystery Box drawing - postponed until in-person 
meetings are possible and we can be sure 
COVID-19 is not one of the contents. Jack, 
K6ZMF, has it for now. 


Meeting Adjourned at 8:00 PM 


Meeting Topic - Maritime Radio in the San 
Francisco Bay Area - Kent Carter AJ6NI 


—Submitted by Dave KD6FIL 


Pacific Division Meeting 


On Saturday, December 4th our Pacific Division 
Director Kristen (K6WX) held a division wide 
meeting of ARRL elected officers, appointees 
and local club officers to discuss current events 
and take questions from the attendees. Up to 


105 people were in attendance. Some of the 
takeaways: 


e Tony (W7XM) was introduced as the new 
Vice Director of the Pacific Division. 


Kristen brought up the need to increase the 
number of Hams, particularly the young. We 
are also facing a declining reputation related 
to emergency communications. The future is 
digital communications. HTs clipped to the 
belt alone are not going to cut it in the 
modern world. 


ARRL HQ hours have been extended, which 
has been helpful for those of us on the west 
coast who need to get in touch. 


With the upcoming retirement of the ARRL's 
CFO the Board is looking at several outside 
firms to handle management of the League's 
endowment going forward. 


Logbook of the World is maintained by "half 
a person", an outside consultant. The ARRL 
IT manager is an unfilled position. It's very 
tough to hire software folks in the CT area, 
particularly without spending big bucks. 


The FCC license fee is a done deal with 
Amateur Radio fees set at $35. The ARRL did 
talk the FCC down by $15 from the originally 
planned $50, but that's the best we can do at 
this time. The Board decided to cover the 
fee for young Hams. 


A Clean Signal Initiative will be launched to 
try and promote better transmitter design by 
presenting specifications and 

certification. The hope is to encourage 
improvements in transmitter performance to 
match recent improvements in receiver 
design. Lots of details to be worked out. 


A new standing committee focused on 
Emergency Communications and Field 


Services has been formed. Will help define 
ARES' role and its cooperation and 
integration with served agencies. 


No solution yet to MESH network Internet 
gateways that are almost certainly passing 
encrypted (i.e. HTTPS) traffic contrary to FCC 
rules. 


—Submitted by Robert KASWSS 


Field Day 2021 


Even though there was a central W6AJF station 
this year the ARRL's rules from 2020 still applied 
which allowed for the aggregation of multiple 
stations into a single club score. According to 
the final Field Day results writeup, VOMARC 
ended up with a score of 2,222 from two 
stations. 


Callsign QSOs Score 
W6AJF 312 1,722 
N7PIB 100 500 
Total 412 2,222 


Thanks to all who contributed to the club's 
score! 


According to the more detailed final line scores 
WE6AJF is shown in the 3A category and not 3A 
Battery. Is that correct? | had thought we had 
operated solely under battery power in the past. 


—Submitted by Robert KASWSS 


Phone Sweepstakes 


The American Radio Relay League's Sweepstakes 
is the largest domestic contest in Amateur 
Radio. | operated off and on from my modest 
home station for the phone event in 

November. My setup is not particularly effective 
for DX but it's adequate for working well 
equipped stateside stations, which SS has a lot 
of on the air. 


| worked slightly fewer contacts than | did last 
year but | managed to work more sections so my 
overall score was higher. One of the better 
contacts was when | picked out relatively weak 
VY1CO calling CQ in the midst of stronger 
stations. He heard me just fine. That Northern 
Territories section multiplier was highly 

coveted. | was surprised by the number of 
stations | was able to work on 40M and that | 
heard nothing at all on 10M all weekend. 


One of my goals for this contest was to pick up 
some states on SSB to count towards 

another Worked All States award. | entered the 
contest needing 9 unconfirmed states and | 
ended up working 8 of them, all of which have 
since been confirmed on Logbook of the 

World. So now | just need Mississippi. The 
North American QSO Party in January might be a 
good time to hunt down that one remaining 
state. 


Band QSOs Sections 
{ 

13 

23 

16 

53 


Score : 12,720 


—Submitted by Robert KASWSS 


DXCC Standings 


Here are the latest published DXCC numbers for 
VOMARC members. The current unofficial 
country count for W6AIJF is just 15. So we have a 
ways to go! 


We plan on publishing this table once per 

year. Let us know if we missed your callsign! A 
similar table of POTA standings will be published 
sometime in 2022. So get on the air and start 


making contacts with park activations or activate 
a park yourself. 


Mixed Modes 
Callsign Countries 
NS6B 

KA5WSS 

W6GEE 

KG6N 

N7PIB 


K6UUW (SK) 


SSB 
Callsign Countries 
NS6B 

N7PIB 


KA5WSS 


cw 
Callsign Countries 
W6GEE 

KG6N 


N6TTV (N6TVN) 


DXCC Challenge 


Callsign 


Band Countries 


N7PIB 1067 


—Submitted by Robert KASWSS 


100th Anniversary of 
TransAtlantic Test 


December marks the 100th anniversary of the 
successful transatlantic test to turn Amateur 
Radio into a continent spanning activity. Taking 
up a previously failed attempt, the American 


Radio Relay League (ARRL) sent Paul Godley to 
Britain with the latest receiver technology 
available to try and hear signals from across the 
Pond. The hope was to counter the prevailing 
argument that radio frequencies "200 meters 
and down" (i.e. shortwave frequencies) were 
useless. 


On the trip to Europe Godley just so happened 
to run into a man with the last name of 
Beverage, who convinced him to try a traveling 
wave antenna of his own design. That antenna 
is known as the Beverage antenna and is still 
used today on the low bands. It turned out to 
be a fortuitous encounter. 


The experiment was a success, which you can 
see trumpeted on the cover of QST Magazine 
soon afterwards. The test results also showed 
the clear superiority of Continuous Wave (CW) 
over Spark transmitters and led the way to one 
of the first of many technological 
transformations in Amateur Radio. 
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There are a number of celebrations planned to 
commemorate the event this month. There will 
be special event stations, including some using 
transmitters that mimic the design of 1BCG, 
generally considered the first Amateur to span 
the Atlantic. Check out the links below for more 
details. 


http://1bcg.org/1BCG 


https://www.radioclubofamerica.org/transatlant 
ic-test-centennial 


http://www.arrl.org/news/transmissions-set-to- 
mark-transatlantic-test-success 


—Submitted by Robert KASWSS 


Misc 
e Kent Carter (AJ6NI) has made available a link 


to a PDF of his great presentation on 


Maritime Radio in San Francisco Bay that was 
featured during our November 


meeting. Remember his coverage of the 
shipping industry's Automatic Identification 
System (AIS)? In recent news China is 
shutting off AIS for a large percentage of 
their ships. 


Look for a new DXCC entity to show up in six 
years. The Papua New Guinea territory of 
Bougainville will become an independent 
nation in 2027. One more country to chase 
on the bands. 


Local radio station KSVY has transitioned to a 


new multidirectional antenna system 
designed to improve its coverage area. 


From the ARRL Contest Update newsletter, 
Ward (NOAX), shared: "Here's an 1844 quote 
sent by postal mail from Samuel Morse to his 
partner, Alfred Vail, regarding telegraphy: '... 
there is one defect in your writing 

[sending] which | wish you would pay 
particular attention to - Make a longer space 


between each letter, & a still longer space 
between each word, The letters and words 
are often confounded for want of this simple 
attention.’ Even at the beginning, nearly 180 
years ago, running characters together was a 
problem!" 


Over the Horizon Radar systems have been 

the bane of Amateur Radio on the HF bands 
for decades. According to the International 
Amateur Radio Union (IARU), it looks like 


India is joining the ranks of countries with an 
OTHR system of their own. 


During a recent weekly net Rich (KN6BDH) let 


it be known that free azimuthal maps are 
available online. 


—Submitted by Robert KASWSS 


Parks on the Air Fun 
— by Elizabeth- N6LY 


We have been having fun exploring our local 
State and National Parks. 


27 Parks activated. 


QSL Card Inbox 


SE 
in # eee ae bs 
Cofsicatislanca 


NLA Tow See == x 
Martinez and Danville 


| worked TK5KP back in 2011, but just got 
around to getting it confirmed. This contact was 
made on SSB during the ARRL 10M 

Contest. Corsica is part of France but counts as a 
separate DXCC entity. 


QSL CARD INBOX (CONTINUED) 


Continuing with SSB contacts, | worked S79KW in 
the Seychelles Islands off the eastern coast of 
Africa about a year ago on 20M. 


~~ 
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Robert Barron-KASWSS United States of America 
P.O. Box 2111 


Sonoma, CA 95476 
CQ Zone: 3 


ITU Zone: 6 (Portable: 
Grid Square: CM88 


ka5wss@arrl.net (4Mobile: 
www.ka5wss.com 


|_JSonoma, Sonoma Co., California 


IPSEQSL TNX QSL 


This is more like something for the QSL 

Outbox. My new QSL cards arrived in the mail in 
November. They feature an aerial view of the 
Sonoma Plaza on the front. Note on the back | 
included the VOMARC logo to get the word out. 
—Submitted by Robert KASWSS 


KBSIFH QSL Cords 


THE VOMARC WIRELESS 
VOLUME 25 EDITION 9 


A publication of VOMARC, the Valley of the Moon Amateur 
Radio Club — W6AJF 


Frank C. Jones — W6AJF 

Honorary President in Perpetuity 

CAST OF CHARACTERS 

Robert Barron KA5WSS — President 

Ed Jacobson, W1EJ — Vice President 

Dave Dammuller, KD6FIL — Secretary/Treasurer 
Mike Miller, WB6TMH — Radio Officer 

Moe Llanes, KI6JNU — ACS Unit Leader 
Elizabeth Morris-Mowrey, N6LY — VE Liaison 
Darrel Jones, WD6BOR -— Station Trustee for W6AJF 
Eileen Adams, KG6QNT — Editor 

Robert Barron, KASWSS — Webmeister 


“Receipt of the Wireless is one of the most sought after 
benefits of membership in VOMARC. “—S. Marler 


WEB PAGE: http://www.vomarc.org/ 


Nets are held every Wednesday night at 19:30 (7:30 P.M.) local, 
except meeting nights on the 145.350 repeater, -600 kHz, PL 
88.5 Hz. 


Breakfast Nets are held every Tuesday and Saturday morning 
at 7:30 AM on the 146.205, +600, PL 88.5 Hz repeater. 


Comments and submissions of material may be sent to: 
Eileen@vom.com 


Valley of the Moon ARC, Inc. 
C/O Sonoma Police Department 
175 First Street West 

Sonoma, CA 95476 


2021 ACS 2021 VOMARC 
NET CONTROL ASSIGNMENTS NET CONTROL ASSIGNMENTS 


Name Call Name Call 


JANUARY MOE KI6JNU JANUARY ROBERT KA5WSS 
FEBRUARY SCOTT KJ6QIQ FEBRUARY DARREL WD6BOR 
MARCH SCOTT KJ6QIQ MARCH MOE KI6JNU 
APRIL JIM K6UUW APRIL DAVE KD6FIL 
MAY DICK KF6FZM MAY ED W1EJ 
JUNE MOE KI6JNU JUNE FRANK KG6N 
JULY JULY ED WIEJ 
AUGUST BILL KJ6EIG AUGUST CARL N6TTV 
SEPTEMBER SAM WSLTP SEPTEMBER SAM WSLTP 
OCTOBER DICK FK6FZM OCTOBER DICK KF6FZM 
NOVEMBER MIKE WB6TMH NOVEMBER MIKE WB6TMH 
DECEMBER DARREL WD6BOR DECEMBER DARREL WD6BOR 


VOMARC MEMBERGHIP 2021 


Membership Dues: $15/year individual; $5/year family member at same address. 


VOMARC encourages its members to join the ARRL. More information is available at www.arrl.org. 


QST is available to blind and physically handicapped individuals on audio cassette from the Library of 
Congress, National Library Service for the Blind and Physically Handicapped. Call 1-800-424-8567. 


Name: CALL: EMAIL: 
Address: APT: 
City: State: ZIP: 
Name: CALL: EMAIL: 
Name: CALL: EMAIL: 
VOMARC Membership: Complimentary with Class—Date: 


Membership Moment, From the Database Queen: 


Dues may be mailed to VOMARC in care of the Sonoma Police Department, 175 1 St West, CA 95476, or 
brought to the next meeting. Your check should be made payable to: VOMARC. 


